This study was conducted to identify the aetiological agents associated with a particular type of lower leg dermatitis, locally called pododermatitis, among dairy cattle in Kerala. Skin scabs and scrapings were collected aseptically from 82 naturally occurring cases of lower leg dermatitis in cattle and were subjected to direct microscopical examination and bacterial and fungal culture. 
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Introduction
Dermatophilosis due to Dermatophilus congolensis is an exudative dermatitis which affects a wide range of animal species, including humans. The disease occurs in acute, subacute, chronic and latent forms, either in a generalised form or as localised lesions in different body sites, such as the dorsal region, the feet, the external genital area, mammary skin and the head area (1, 2 Loeffler's coagulated serum and to hydrolyse starch and casein (6).
The scabs and hairs were also inoculated into Sabouraud's dextrose agar supplemented with chloramphenicol and cycloheximide (SDA-CC) and dermatophyte test medium (DTM), and incubated at room temperature and at 37°C for primary isolation of dermatophytes. The isolates were identified from their colonial morphology and by microscopical examination using the wet mount and sticky tape method with lactophenol cotton blue stain. The hairs and scabs were also examined with 10% potassium hydroxide for the presence of fungal spores or mites. 
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Results
Microscopical
Discussion and conclusion
In this study, the aetiological agent of the particular form of lower leg dermatitis with matting of hair, thick scabs and cracks seen in cattle in Dermatophilus congolensis is a facultative anaerobe, and therefore isolation by the technique described by Haalstra (5) was found to be useful, and it also reduced contamination by other bacteria. The failure to isolate the organisms from seven cases may have been due to lack of viable organisms in the specimens, which occurs in the chronic or healing stages of disease, as described in several reports (1, 7, 11) . Failure of isolation due to growth of commensal skin bacteria which inhibit the growth of D. congolensis has also been reported (12).
There was great variation in the colonial morphology of different isolates and even of the same isolate on the same agar plate, as
reported by Gordon and El-Nageh (13, 14). The biochemical characteristics of the isolates were in general agreement with previous findings (15, 16, 17). None of the isolates in this study produced gas from the sugars, but gas production from dextrose was reported by 
